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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 


This application is abandoned in view of 

1. 03 Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 31 January 2003 . 

(a) □ A reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is after the expiration of the 

period for reply (including a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on . 

(b) ^ A proposed reply was received on 08 July 2003 . but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 3 (a) to the final 

rejection. 

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1.113 to a final rejection consists only of (1) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). 

(c) □ A reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non- 

final rejection. See 37 CFR 1.85(a) and 1.111. (See explanation in box 7 below). 

(d) □ No reply has been received. 


2. □ Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 
from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 

), which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) □ The submitted fee of $ is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 

The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1.18 is $ . The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1.18(d), is $ . 

(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 

3-D Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set in the Notice of 
Allowability (PTO-37). 

(a) □ Proposed corrected drawings were received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is 

after the expiration of the period for reply. 

(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 


4. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interest, or all of 

the applicants. 

5. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR - 

1.34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because the period for seeking court review 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 

7. □ The reason(s) below: 


Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1 .1 37(a) or (b), or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 1.181, should be promptly filed to 
minimize any negative effects on patent term. 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office " ' ■ 
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REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE: 37 CFR 1.121 CHANGED 
COMPLIANCE IS MANDATORY - Effective Date: July 30, 2003 


All amendments filed on or after the effective date noted above must comply with revised 37 CFR 1.121. See Final 
Rule: Changes To Implement Electronic Maintenance of Official Patent Application Records (68 Fed. Reg. 
3861 1 (June 30, 2003), posted on the Office's website at: http://www.uspto gov/weh/patents/ifw/ 
with related information. The amendment practice set forth in revised 37 CFR 1.121, and described below, replaces 
the voluntary revised am endme nt format available to applicants since February 2003 NOTE* STRICT 
SP^^CE WITH THE REVISED 37 CFR 1.121 IS REQUIRED AS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE (July 

™ 06 ^ notif y applicants of amendments that are not accepted because they do not comply with 
revised 37 CFR 1.121 via a Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment. See MPEP 714.03 (Rev 1 Feb 2003) The non- 
compliant section(s) will have to be corrected and the entire corrected sections) resubmitted within a set period 

Bold underlined italic font has been used below to hiehtipht the major differences between the revised 3 7 CFR 

V. 121 and the voluntary revised amendment format thai applicants could use since February. 2001 

Note: The amendment practice for reissues and reexamination proceedings, except for drawings, has not changed 

REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE 

I. Begin each section o f an amendment document on a separate sheet: 

Each section of an amendment document (e.g., Specification Amendments, Claim Amendments, Drawing 
Amendments, and Remarks) must begin on a separate sheet. Starting each separate section on a new page will 
facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning each section of an amendment document for placement in an 
image file wrapper. 

II. Two versions of amended nartfal no longer required; 

37 CFR 1.121 has been revised to no longer require two versions (a clean version and a marked up version) of 
each replacement paragraph or section, or amended claim. Note, however, the requirements for a clean 
version and a marked up version for substitute snerifie.rinn, under 37 CFR 1.125 have been retained. 

A) Amendment* to die rt fl im ff ■ 

Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, cancellation of a claim or submission of a new 
claim, mustmclude a complete listing of all claims in the application. After each claim number in the listing, the 
status must be indicated in a parenthetical expression, and the text of each pending claim (with markings to show 
curjeng changes) must be presented. The claims in the listing will replace all prior claims in the application. 

(1) The current status of all of the claims in the application, including any previously canceled, not entered or 
withdrawn claims, must be given in a parenthetical expression following the claim number using only one of 
the following seven status identifiers: (original), (currently amended), (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented) and (not entered*. The text of all pending claims, including withdrawn claims, must 
be submitted each time any claim is amended. Canceled and not entered claims must be indicated by only 
the claim number and status, without presenting the text of the claims. 

(2) The text of all claims being currently amended must be presented in the claim listing with markings to indicate 
the changes that have been made relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in aay amended claim 
must be shown by underlining (for added matter) or strikethrough (for deleted matter) with 2 exceptions ( 1 ) 
fan deletion of five characters or fewer, double brackets may be used (e. e.. IferoorlD; and (2) if 
strikethroueh cannot be easily perceived fep.. dele tion of the number "4" or certain punctuation mark^ 
double brackets must be used fe. p.. fl41D. As an alt ernative to usin* double brackets, however, extra 
portions of text may be included before and after text beinv deleted, all in strikethrouth. followed bv 
including and underlining the extra text w it h fr* desired chanee (e.g.. n umber i as number 14 as) . An 
accompanying clean version is not required and should not be presented. Only claims of the status "currently 
amended," and "withdrawn" that are being amended, may include markings. 

(3) The text of pending claims not being cur rently amended including withdrawn claims, must be presented in 
the claim listing in clean version, i.e., without any markings. Any claim text presented in clean version will 
constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to the immediate prior version except to omit 
markings that may have been present in the immediate prior version of the claims. 
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(4) A claim being canceled must be listed in the claim listing with the status identifier "canceled"; the text of the 
claim must not be presented. Providing an instruction to cancel is optional. 

(5) Any claims added by amendment must be presented in the claim listing with the status identifier "(new)"; the 
text of the claim must not be underlined. 

(6) All of the claims in the claim listing must be presented in ascending numerical order. Consecutive canceled, 
or not entered, claims may be aggregated into one statement (e.g. , Claims 1 - 5 (canceled)). 

Example of listing o f claims (use of the word "claim" before the claim number is optional): 

Claims 1-5 (canceled) 

Claim 6 (previously presented): A bucket with a handle. 

Claim 7 (withdrawn): A handle comprising an elongated wire. 

Claim 8 (withdrawn): The handle of claim 7 further comprising a plastic grip. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): A bucket with a green blue handle. 

Claim 10 (original): The bucket of claim 9 wherein the handle is made of wood. 

Claim 1 1 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (not entered) ^ 

Claim 13 (new): A bucket with plastic sides and bottom. 

B) Amendments to the specification: 

Amendments to the specification, including the abstract, must be made by presenting a replacement paragraph or 
section or abstract marked up to show changes made relative to the immediate prior version. An accompanying clean 
version is not required and should not be presented. Newly added paragraphs or sections, including a new abstract 
(instead of a replacement abstract), must not be underlined. A replacement or new abstract must be submitted on a 
separate sheet, 37 CFR 1.72. If a substitute specification-is being submitted to incorporate extensive amendments, 
both a clean version (which will be entered) and a marked up version must be submitted as per 37 CFR 1. 125. 

The changes in any replacement paragraph or section, or substitute specification must be shown by underlining (for 
added matter) or strikethrough (for deleted matter) with 2 exceptions: (1) for deletion of five characters or fewer. 
double brackets mav be used feg.. fferoorlD: and (2) if strikethrough cannot be easily perceived feg.. deletion of 
the number u 4 n or certain punctuation marks), double brackets must be used fee.. 11411). As an alternative to 
using double brackets, however, extra portions of text mav be included before and after text being deleted all in 
strikethrough. followed by indutSng and underlining the extra text with the desired change (e.g., number 4 as 
number 14 as) 

C) Amendments to drawing figures: 

Drawing changes must be made by presenting replacement figures which incorporate the desired changes and which 
comply with 37 CFR 1.84. An explanation of the changes made must be presented either in the drawing amendment* 
or remarks, section of the amendment, and mav be accompanied by a marked-uv copy of one or more of the figures 
being amended, with a nnotations. Any replacement drawing sheet must be identified in the top margin as 
"Replacement Sheet" and include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prio- 'ersion of the sheet, even 
though only one figure may be amended. Any marked-up (annotated) copy slewing changes must be labeled 
"Annotated Marked- uv Drawings" and accompany the replacement sheet in the amendment (e.g. t as an appendix) 
The figure or figure number of the amended drawing(s) must not be labeled as "amended." If the changes to the 
drawing figure(s) are not accepted by the examiner, applicant will be notified of any required corrective action in the 
next Office action. No further drawing submission will be required, unless applicant is notified. 

Questions regarding the submission of amendments pursuant to.the revised practice set forth in this flyer should be 
directed to: Elizabeth Dougherty or Gena Jones, Legal Advisors, or Joe Narcavage, Senior Special Projects Examiner. 
Office of Patent Legal Administration, by e-mail to patentpractice@uspto. gov or by phone at (703) 305- 1616. 
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(4) A claim may be canceled b> mereiv providing an instruction to cancel. Listing a claim as canceled will 
constitute an instruction to cancel. Any claims added by amendment must be indicated as (new) and shall not 
be underlined. 

(5) All of the claims in each amendment paper must be presented in ascending numerical order. Consecutive 
canceled or withdrawn claims may be aggregated into one statement (e.g.. Claims 1 - 5 (canceled)). 


Example of listing of claims (use of the word "claim" before the claim number is optional): 

Claims 1-5 (canceled) 
C!?im 6 (withdrawn) 

Claim 7 (previously amended): A bucket with a handle. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): A bucket with a groen blue handle. 

Claim 9 (withdrawn) 

Claim 10 (original): The bucket of claim 8 w : *h a wooden handle. 
Claim 1 1 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (re-presented - formerly dependent claim 1 1 ) A black bucket with a wooden handle. 
Claim 13 (previously added): A bucket having a circumferential upper lip. 
Claim 14 (new): A bucket with plastic sides and bottom. ' 

B) Amendments to the specification: 

Amendments to the specification must Lc made by presenting a replacement paragraph or section marked up to show 
changes made relative to the immediate prior version. An accompanying clean version is not required and should not 
be presented. If a substitute specification is being submitted to incorporate extensive amendments, both a clean 
vtrpion (which will be entered) and a marked up version must be submitted as per current 37 CFR 1.125. 

O Amendment! to drawing figure: 

Drawing changes must be made by presenting replacement figures which incorporate the desired changes and which 
comply with § 1.84. An explanation of the changes made must be presented in the remarks section of the amendment. 
Any replacement drawing sheeLmust include alkofthe figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even though only one figure may be amended. The figure or figure number of the amended drawing should not be 
labeled as "amended" If the changes to the drawing figure(s) are not accepted by the examiner, applicant will be 
notified of any required corrective action in the next Office action. No further drawing submission will be required, 
unless applicant is notified. 


Any questions regarding the submission of amendments pursuant to the revised practice set forth in this flyer should 
be directed * Jie following legal advisors in th-j Office of Patent Legal Administration (OPLA): Elizabeth Dougherty 
(Elizabe th Doughertv(5)uspto.gov) . Gena Jones (Eugenia.Jones@uspto.gov) or Joe Narcavage 
(Joseph.Narcavage@usptjO.gov) . For information on the waiver or legal aspects of the prototype, please contact Jay 
Lucas (Jay.LucasfSuspto.gov) , Senior Legil Advisor (PCTLA) or Rob Clarke ( Rohen.Clarke@uspto.gov V Senior 
Legal Advisor (OPLA). Alternatively, further information ma> be obtained b> calling OPLA at (703) 305-1616. 


• Revised Nonce- See Sec Bi fo: ;-jr:e- rei^ir;: s— s:::u:e spe::::: r or.s. ,* ■* : .r..ir.iitfi on replacement drawing 

practice. 
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Revised Notice* 

AMENDMENTS MAY NOW BE SUBMITTED IN REVISED FORMAT 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) is permitting applicants to submit amendments in a revised 
format as set forth below. Further details of this practice are described in AMENDMENTS IN A REVISED FORMAT 
NOW PERMITTED, signed January 31, 2003, expected to be published in Official Gazette on February 25, 2003 
(Notice posted on the Office's web site at 

http://ww.uspto.gov/web/offi^ )• The revised amendment 

format is essentially the same as the amendment format that the Office is considering adopting via a revision to 
37CFR 1.121 (Manner of Making Amendments). The revision to 37 CFR 1.121 (if adopted) will simplify amendment 
submission and improve file management. The Office plans to adopt such a revision to 37 CFR \A2l by July of 2003, 
at which point compliance with revised 37 CFR 1.121 will be mandatory. 

Effective immediately, all applicants may submit amendments in reply to Office actions using the following format. 
Participants in the Office's electronic file wrapper prototype 1 receiving earlier notices of the revised practice may also 
employ the procedures set out below. 

REVISED FORMAT OF AMENDMENTS 

Begin on separate sheets: 

Each section of an Amendment (e.g., Claim Amendments, Specification Amendments, Drawing Amendments, and 
Remarks) should begin on a separate sheet. For example, in an amendment containing a.) introductory comments, b.) 
amendments to the claims, c.) amendments to the specification, and d.) remarks, each of tjiese sections must begin on 
a separate sheet. This will facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning of each part of an amendment 
document for placement in an electronic file wrapper. 

Two verM? »f amended partfs) no longer required: 

The current requirement in 37 CFR 1.121(b) and (c) to provide two versions (a clean version and a marked up 
version) of each replacement paragraph, section or claim will be waived where an amendment is submitted in 
revised format below. The requirements for substitute specifications under 37 CFR 1.125 will be retained. 

K\ Amendments to the claims: 

Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, or submission of a new claim, most include a 
complete listing of all claims in the application. After each claim number, the status must be indicated in a 
parenthetical expression, and the text of each claim under examination (with markings to show current changes) must 
be presented. The listing Will Serve to replace all prior versions of the claims'in the application. 

( 1 ) The current status of all of the claims in the application, including any previously canceled or withdrawn 
claims, must be given. Status is indicated in a parenthetical expression following the claim number by one of 
the following: (original), (currently amended), (previously amended), (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously added), (reinstated - formerly claim #_), (previously reinstated), (re-presented - formerly 
dependent claim #_), or (previously re-presented). The text of all pending claims under examination must be 
submitted each time any claim is amended. Canceled and withdrawn claims should be indicated by only the 
claim number and status. 

(2) All claims being currently amended must be presented with markings to indicate the changes that have been 
made relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in any amended claim should be shown by 
strikethrough (for deleted matter) or underlining (for added matter). An accompanying clean version is not 
required and should not be presented. Only claims of the status "currentK amended" will include markings. 

(3) The text of pending claims not being amended must be presented in clean \ ersion. i:e.. without any markings. 
Any claim text presented in clean \ersion will constitute ah assertion that :t ."as not been changed relative to 
the immediate prior version. 


1 The Office's Electronic File Wrapper prototype procram is described ir, L'SPTO ASSOl S\'ES PROTOTYPE OF IMAGE 
PROCESSISG. 1265 Off Gaz Pat Offue ST iDec !". 2002 r"?:o;o;>pe Ar.nour.cerr.er.t k anj applies oni> to An Units 165*4. 
2827 and 2334. 


PKpt rnr mailino with all OffW nrfinn* hv all TCs (Ptcent Art I nil*; IMJ. ZHZ m nnd ?*nji 


The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
has changed certain mailing addresses! 

Effective May 1, 2003 

M*i5 cf d , dre | S P rovided in this fl y er ^er May 1, 2003 for any correspondence with the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) in patent-related matters to 
organizations reporting to the Commissioner for Patents. 

after May 1 2003 for any correspondence with the USPTO even if these old addresses are 
indicated in the accompanying Office action or Notice or in any other action, notice material 
form, instruction or other inrormation. - ' marenal - 

Correspondence in patent-related matters to organizations reporting to the Commissioner 
for Patents must now be addressed to: commissioner 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 ^ ; 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Special Mail Stop designations to replace Special Box designations 

V^f^r^ 1 ' 2 °? 3 ; the is changing the special Box designations for 

tSSSoJ "V corresponding Mail Stop designations (e.g., "Box 4" will now be 

For further information, see Correspondence with the United States Patent and Trademark 

or?S nlo^. Reg J 4 ? 3 2 l MafCh 25 ' 2D03) - A of the Federal **** notSrivailable 
on the USPTO s web site at htto:/A/vwwu SD ^ , 

l li S.Qtt CifiC . US f ,TO T i,ing addresses (See Patents - specific) will be available 
on the USPTO's web site on April 15, 2003 at http://www usntn no^ain/contacts htm 

Persons filing correspondence with the Office should check the rules of practice the Official 

SdSSi V e n° mCe V nte ,T ^ Site to determine the mSSL* 

and Ma Stop Des.gnat.on (if applicable) for all correspondence being delivered to the USPTO 
via the United States Postal Service (USPS). v s lu 

Questions regarding the content of this flyer should be directed to the Inheritor Assistance 
Center at (703) 308-4357 or toll-free at 1-800-786-9199. S assistance 


Attsdment for PTO-*4» (Rev. OWi. or earner) 

tvtw 

The below text replaces the pre-printed text under the headlo* 
"fafof-natto on How to Effect Drawing Changes," oo the hick 
of the PTO-94* (Rev. 03/01. or earlier) form. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANGES 

1. COTtolMtflafmAlitks-JtCfRtJS /" 

fewcttiwMddrtwu*iauttbt filed with tfcdungei .nco<poattdthertift 
limit}** Ml ti. tfpw^ddL rtOMM <T*wte litkofthcttvwriy. 
tewMr's mm. tad tflri ii - OT r auafter. or docket number (if any) if ta 
•9t4icfc1oawmwlttMbOTt«fcMdtofe ifduMdonMnoitt 
provide k mm be p*a«d ot At front ot each *wt wd jrffMj^iop, 

nmp± jfoormud dn»»t»i *• w*** * » At> ggS!?![^& 
d» mv 4mmj» MUST W CM «*h» the TBVEC MONTH etmiMd 
■—■j Mhid mfu imIj ■ rtw ^finlni irf rrir^y Cmt mk an ot^m 
wm *JTbt oftttfatd mkt the p*»Wo« of tt CHI iJMh|#.Mftt«R| 
ibTmiiiiMd jj— agi i t* ihe ■■UN nf i ^V* — ~* 
4bn«fi MouKWtUdM a sepeme paper with • ^ to ift ui i d w 
tht OfficW OnftsOTML 

2. Cemtktett ether than taforfutttlef Noted by Draftipenon form PTO- 
941 


All changes to the drawings, other than informalities ncned ^ (he Orari&pcr ton. 
MUST be made in the same manner at above except that normally, a highlighted 
(preferably red ink) sketch ot' the change* to be incorporai<o .wo the nev. 
drawings MUST be approved by (he examiner before ih< ocitcairon *ill be 
allowed So changes be permitted 10 be made. oth< r nan correction of 
informalitiev unl«» the examiner hai approved the proooxo .narwes 

Timing of Correction* 

Applicant is required to submit the drav.irw c:~^!>on> \wihtn the 
time period set in th* c ached Qffice communication Sec j" CFR 
I 85(ai 


Failure to take conre\:ii\ c action w nlnn t lie -.r; -j-' >i ^ 'II result in 

XBA.NDO^MEAT ,.| ,|, c jpplK.O:."! 


